Michael Furlong, an indepen-
dent councillor, sald Dessardo’s

preseniation was “an . embar-
rassment (o the sculplor and w©
the members of the councl |
eontldnt undersiand him”. The
Itallan speaks in accended, bud
fueenit, Enghish,

Furlong added: “"Before the
seafront was done up, there
WwWErE ha |ast TS !|:-.'.‘-:'_ amdl
they looked maore amy than
what this minn 'was proposing. To
be spending €125.000 on this
proposal would be a wasie of
iaxpayers monay,

“WWhat was on olfer was a dis-
grace. 1t bore no resemblance 10
the town or its heritage. It looked
like a sewage pipe.

*I don't know aboui ani, bot |
know enough to be able w0 say
that If we'd voted for that we
wioukd have been hounded by

What Wexford s missing:
a saction of Dessarda’s
S00-metre The Drainage

& What was on
offer bore no
resemblance to

| the town or its

heritage. It
looked like a

| sewage pipe ¥

the public. 1 hope now they'll
OOME Wp Wit *.-:-l'.l{l[h:n,n{ wWe CIn
all agree with.”

Philomena RHoche, the mayor,
insisied that the fnal deciston
on the sculpnire did not Test
with the sedection panel, but with
councillors. "He's a lovely young
man, but the proposed anwork
wasn 't the vision we had for our
promensds, What we wanted on
il was something that reflecied
the maritime and traditiona] his-
tory of the town, ™ she sald. “This
proposal reflecied the hisiory of
a dralnage schome™

Yt there s unhappiness abous
the decislon within the sslsction
panel and the ans depanment
of Wexford coundl, a separate
body to the borough council that
lotikes after the county.

This portly stems from 2 sug-
gestion by Adnan Doyvie, the

manager of Wexlford 1own, tha
Dessando’s work was rejecte
because it had strayed outsidi
fpur sites outlined in the briel =/
section of the sculpiure would be
slted directly on the guayfront -
an extremely busy promenad,
Doyle said in a staternent

Dessardo sald he was neve
told there wai a problem wiil
the shing of his stulpture, ang
that this is ot refermed o i a let
ter cancelling his commission tha
wis sent 1o him by the counil

He added thai he had no
been paid for the sécond par o
his work, and that he had no
heard from the coundl sino
December. He sald: “It’s not jus
the money I've spent. From the
point of view of my careér as o
artist, | have 2 right to show it

A new competition Is now
being organised



